
United Methodist News 
First United Methodist Church 

607 Lynn St., Tipton, Iowa 

563-886-2331 

office@tiptonumc.org (church office)  www.tiptonumc.org (website) 

Paul E. Frederiksen, Pastor  pastor@tiptonumc.org 

May 2010 

Summer Fun! – Save the Dates 

Several groups are in the process of planning 
some fun, family-friendly activities for the  
summer months. If you have an interest in  
planning activities, please come to the meeting 
on Sunday, May 16 right after worship. More  
details will be published in the June newsletter. 
We‘ve included the dates in this newsletter so 
you can put them on your calendar now: 

Outdoor movie & Snacks 
Friday, June 4 at 8:00 p.m. 

Guess Who’s Coming to Dessert 
Sunday, June 13 

Blessing of the Bikes & Scavenger Hunt 
Sunday, June 27 

July 4
th

 Parade – Sunday, July 4 

Parents Night Out/ Kids Night In  
Thursday, July 15 

Missions Work Trip – week of July 19–23 

Vacation Bible School – week of July 25–29 

Blessing of the Animals  
Sunday, August 1 

BBQ Cook-off and Homemade Ice Cream 
Saturday, August 14 

Camp-out  
Friday, August 27–Saturday, August 28 

Picnic – Date to be Determined  

 
2

nd
 Annual 

“Guess Who’s Coming to Dessert” 

Sunday, June 13, 2010 at 6:00 pm 

What is it? You sign up to be a ―host‖ or a 
―guest.‖ ―Guests‖ are assigned randomly to 
―host‘s‖ homes. The hosts don‘t know who is 
showing up! Nor do guests know who else is 
coming. It‘s a great, informal evening. Sign-up 
forms will be available at church & worship start-
ing May 23

rd
 and must be in by noon, June 6.  

Milestones 
COLLEGE GRADUATES 

 From Wartburg College: Ashley Schroeder 
 From Cornell College: Haley Allen 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Senior Recognition Sunday 

On Sunday, May 23, the 2010 graduating  
seniors from our church will be recognized  
during worship, and will be honored at a  
reception given by the UMW during fellowship 
coffee following the service. 

The students from our church graduating from 
High School are: 
 Amelia Bormann,  
  daughter of Randy & Mary Bormann 
 Matthew Cartwright,  
  son of Jack & Denise Cartwright 
 Eric Clark,  
  son of Sharon & Stuart Clark 
 Reece Hall,  
  son of Sherry Hall & Dick Hall 
 Rebecca Hembry,  
  daughter of Laura & Ron Hembry 
 Russell Hoffman,  
  son of Kent & Carmen Hoffman 
 Kyle McKinney,  
  son of Jeff & Mary McKinney 
 Jack Shipley,  
  son of Jeanette & Brad Kirkpatrick 
  and Terry & Annette Shipley 
 Darby Grey Shelton,  
  son of Stacy & Steve Emrich 

(Is there a graduate we have missed? Let the church office 

know!!) 



Paul’s Ponderings 

―The Land Between‖ 
Your church has once again benefitted from the 
willingness of numerous people to step in and 
keep the ‗nuts and bolts‘ of the church going in 
the wake of the vacancy in the Administrative 
Ministries Coordinator position. Like washing 
feet, it may not be glamorous, but it‘s a valuable 
ministry. Thank you. 

One of the items of conversation at the April 
Leadership Council meeting was the discomfort 
some people have felt when accosted Sunday 
mornings to buy this or that for some worthy 
cause or other. (Money-raising groups foster 
zealotry by making it competitive, then we  
wonder why children take it to the extreme.)  No 
action was taken, but one feeling expressed is 
that adults need to just say ―No‖ or ―Not now, not 
here,‖ which are both appropriate responses. 
Parents and children might recognize that not 
everyone is comfortable being approached at 
church for such matters. Leadership Council was 
hesitant to simply put a lid on any and all 
―fundraising‖ for outside matters.  

If you have ideas or input for a solution you may 
wish to talk to a member of the Leadership 
Council.  

It‘s wonderful to have conversations like the one 
above!!! Why?? It means we have children in 
worship!! It would be horrible if we didn‘t have 
children in worship who want to make a differ-
ence in the world. However, we can model, by 
―yes‖ and ―no,‖ that not every person is called to 
be passionate about every issue or opportunity. 

We can‘t all do every thing. The church must  
discern what it is God wants us to do; and we  
as individuals must do the same.  

I was working on the computer the other day, 
and had a folder titled ―Church.‖ I wanted to do 
something with that folder but this notice came 
up on the screen: “Cannot move „Church‟: The 
destination folder is the same as the source 
folder.” Wow!! Try to figure out that metaphor!!! 

The media has had articles this week honoring 
―volunteers.‖ Christians aren‘t into ―volunteering.‖ 
Oh, Christians do LOTS for which there is no 
salary or obvious reward. But Christians respond 
to a call, an expectation, and in fact, a  

command to “love one another as I have loved 

you.” Jesus put the same thought this way, 

when after washing the disciples‘ feet: “For I 

have set you an example, that you also should do 

as I have done to you.” 

Pretty simple, isn‘t it? ―Volunteers‖ do what  
humans want them to do. ―Christian disciples‖ do 
what God wants them to do!!! 

“You are not where you once were. You are not 
where you‟re going to be. You are in a confusing 
zone. Welcome to the land between.” (Jeff  

Manion) God says, “See, I am doing a new 

thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive 

it?” (Isaiah 43:19) It‘s a great ride, Easter  

People. Let‘s continue to follow the resurrected 
Jesus and see what happens!! 
  
 Pastor Paul 

Hello my name is Jennifer Comstock. I am excited to let all of you know I have been given the  
opportunity to serve our church as the new Administrative Ministries Coordinator. My husband 
Aaron and I moved to Tipton in 1999 and I transferred my membership from Coralville United  
Methodist Church shortly after that. I have worked in our Sunday school program off and on since 
becoming a member. Currently, I co-teach the Kindergarten-1st grade Sunday school class with 
Penny Webb. I have three great zany kids; Alek 6th grade, Zoe 4th grade, and Drew in 2nd grade.  

I look forward to getting to know all of you even better, as I become more in service of God, our 
church, our pastor, and our congregation. 



Missions 
Rummage Sale & Food Sales 

Don‘t miss out! The Rummage Sale is Friday, 
April 30 10:00 a.m.-6:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
May 1 8:00-11:00 a.m. Stop to shop! Thanks to 
all who‘ve donated to and/or will be helping 
with the sale. The proceeds will go to Mission 
projects. 

A Sloppy Jo meal is being offered on Friday, 
April 30 from 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. AND 5:00-
6:30 p.m. Cost is $5. Cinnamon rolls and  
coffee will be sold on Saturday, May 1 from 
8:00-10:00 a.m. Any profits from food sales will 
go to the Forward in Faith campaign. 

Easter Pool Offering 

Thank you for your donations to the Easter 
Pool offering! The total offering was $1,018 and 
will be divided equally among 10 special  
offerings (i.e. Rural Life, Disability Awareness, 
Peace with Justice). Your generous gifts will 
enable these ministries to share God‘s gifts 
around the world. Thank you! 

1
st
 UMC of Tipton has been a supporter of  

Matthew 25 Ministry of Cedar Rapids since it 
began. Matthew 25 is the originator of the 
Block By Block program, and they are trying to 
maintain their other ministries. Read on . . . and 
remember that your support makes these  
stories possible: 

The Lives We Touch 

One of our dedicated young musicians in the 
music mentoring program is a 3rd grader at 
Taylor elementary. He takes violin lessons and 
loves it. Recently, his older brother joined the 
program and started taking violin lessons as 
well. A couple of weeks ago, the boys were at 
home when their mom noticed something 
strange. Usually, she says, the boys are typical 
brothers, picking at each other a bit and fight-
ing like all brothers do. But today, they were 
upstairs and the house was quiet. Their mom 
snuck upstairs to see what they were up to and 
saw a wonderful sight. The younger brother 
was teaching his older brother how to play the 
violin and they were both having a great time. 
These are the experiences Matthew 25 gets to 
be a part of. These are the differences our  
volunteers make in people‘s lives. 

United Methodist Women 
The executive board meets Monday,  
May 3, 7:00 p.m. 

General unit meets May 6, 6:30 p.m. Salad  
Supper 

Greeter: Lois Salmonson; Table Grace: 
DebMcKay; Devotions: Jane Moen; Piano:  
Sylvia Gould; Committee: Priscilla; Program: 
Becky Young— Angela‘s Trip 

May Circle Meetings 

Abigail — Wed., May 19 at 8:00 p.m. 
Hostess: Carolyn Wood; Co-hostess:  
Connie Smith; Devotions: Connie Smith;  
Program: Becky Young 

Mary Martha — Fri., May 21 at 1:30 p.m. 
Hostess: Lee Fraseur; Devotions and  
Program: Pat Fankhauser 

Naomi — Fri., May 21 at 9:15 a.m. 
Hostess: Erma Lyle; Devotions and  
Program: Erma Lyle 

Priscilla — Thurs., May 27 at 6:30 p.m. Salad 
Supper 
Hostess: JoAnn Brennan; Co-hostess: 
Vivian Shontz; Devotions: Sylvia Ferguson; 
Program: Judy Reidel 

Mark your calendars & Save the date! 

Thursday, May 6 @ 6:30pm 

UMW Potluck  

 

 

 

 

 

Program: Becky Young on Angela’s trip 

UMW would like to invite all women to join us for 
an evening of fellowship and fun! 

Please contact the office if you need child care. 



Nurturing Faith 
Child, Youth and Vulnerable Adult Protection 

Policy (aka: “Safe Sanctuary”) 

There is ONE required ‗class‘ for you to be a 
SAFE SANCTUARY LEADER OF CHILDREN &/
or YOUTH MINISTRIES. If you would like to  
participate in a class, let the office know and 
we‘ll put a group together! (Remember, if you 
want to be able to help with VBS this summer 
you need to be on our ‗approved‘ list!) 

YOUTH who have been confirmed are also  
required to take the class if you plan to work with 
younger children. Let the church office know if 
you would like to help with ministries but have 
not in the past.  
  Pastor Paul 

 

 

 

 

Starting May 30 through September 5 
‗traditional‘ worship will be at 9:00 a.m. every 
Sunday. A late service of a more ‗contemporary‘ 
version will start at 10:30 a.m. and will be held 
except when celebrating communion. (No 10:30 
worship May 30, July 4, August 1 and Sept. 5.)  

We are looking for ―Specials‖ for the 9:00 a.m. 
service this summer!! At this writing, most  
Sundays are still available but we hope and pray 
they fill up fast! Neighbors, friends, grandkids, 
grand parents – who ever is welcome to come 
and be ―special.‖ Of course it can be music, but 
how ‗bout dance, mime, story-telling, drawing, 
video-production, whatever. Contact the church 
office to sign up! 

Sandy Moreland will be scheduling ushers for 
the 9:00 a.m. services. If you want to volunteer 
I‘m sure she won‘t mind if you call her!! (What a 
gift that would be!!) 

For the 10:30 a.m. service we‘re looking for two 
or three people to ―host‖ the service. A descrip-
tion of your responsibilities will be provided, but 
it‘s mostly just being in charge of hospitality. 
Hey, you can do that!! We‘ll start scheduling 
these toward the end of May. 
 

Summer Mid-Week Event 

Wednesdays this summer will have a mid-week 
connection, a time of food, fellowship and 
study. The first one will be June 9 and the last 
one August 18. None held July 28 due to  
community VBS. 

A meal will be served from 6 to 6:30, followed  
by a 30 to 45 minute ‗event,‘ to include singing, 
prayer, scripture and a short lesson. Sign up 
anytime with the office if you would like to be  
in charge of a meal or two. All costs can be  
covered with a modest freewill offering.  
Pastor Paul 

 
PowerPoint 

We will be scheduling people to create and/or 
run the PowerPoint worship presentations for 
July and beyond. Training is available if you 
aren‘t familiar with the PowerPoint software and 
would like to learn. Anyone in 7

th
 grade next fall 

up to ages 102 are encouraged to consider  
getting involved in this ministry. Interested? 
Please let someone in the church office know by 
Sunday, May 9.  Questions? Contact Brian Heil 
or Jane Moen. 

There will be a pizza party after church on May 2 
to thank the PowerPointers for this past years 
work. 

The Walk to Emmaus is a 

72-hour short course in  
Christianity, covering the 
themes of God's grace, disci-
plines of Christian discipleship, 
and what it means to be the 
church and many more. The 
course is wrapped in prayer and meditation, spe-
cial times of worship and daily celebration of 
Holy Communion. For more information or regis-
tration forms, talk to Pastor Paul. You may also 
go to www.cedarrapidsemmaus.org/ 

  DATE WALK 

10/21/2010 Men‘s Walk 

11/04/2010 Women‘s Walk 

03/24/2011 Men‘s Walk 

04/07/2011 Women‘s Walk 

10/20/2011 Men‘s Walk 

11/03/2011 Women‘s Walk 



Tipton FUMC‘s Sunday service is shown on MediaCom Cable Channel 5 on the following  
Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. and then again Thursday at 2:00 p.m. 

Forward in Faith Donation Breakdown 

 

Date 

  

Total Amount  

 Amt Given  
Outside of  

Pledges  

 

Pledges Received 

Remaining 

Loan Balance 

3/7/2010  $ 630.00  $ 200.00  $ 430.00  

3/14/2010  $   1,398.00  $ 505.00  $ 893.00  

3/21/2010  $   2,192.60  $ 36.60  $ 2,156.00   

3/28/2010  $ 2,291.00  $ 20.00  $ 2,271.00   

March Total  $ 6,511.60   $ 761.60   $ 5,750.00   

To-Date Totals:  $ 308,123.08   $ 53,196.76   $ 254,911.32  $ 185,690.25 

First Quarter Forward in Faith Report 

At the end of the 16th month of a 36 month campaign 
we have already received 60.2 % of total commitments 
ii Since January 1, 2010, we have been able to pay off 
over $21,000 of the Tipton United Methodist Building 
Fund Loan. By reducing the loan principal we are also 
saving on interest expense as the amount of the inter-
est paid was decreased by $100.00 this quarter and the 
amount accrued is now under $900.00 per month. So 
what does this mean to us as the congregation ?  

1. We now have a beautiful new leak proof roof that 
compliments the architecture of the building.  

2. We now have efficient heating and cooling systems 
that allows us to heat or cool only the areas being 
used at any particular time. It is difficult to determine 
the exact numbers of dollars that are being saved 
because the price of gas fluctuates from year to 
year. However using the usage figures from 2005 
until the present the decrease in usage has  
generally ranged from 33% to 50% per month.  

3. We have bright, family friendly, handicapped  
accessible, odor free restrooms to use.  

4. We now have a well lighted dining room with beauti-
fully carpeted and tiled floors that leads us into a 
spacious and well equipped kitchen. Here is a list of 
the many activities that have taken place in this 
area. This list is not meant to be all inclusive but 
rather to illustrate the diversity of ages of the partici-
pants, the different size of groups, and to show that 
we have welcomed the community to share this  

facility. Fellowship Coffee on Sunday FIF First  
Anniversary Dinner Shared Blessings meeting & 
meals Halloween Costume Party Financial Peace 
meetings Mission Soup Celebrations UMW General 
& Circle meetings Church Potlucks Little Friends 
Halloween Party KIDS for Christ 24 hours Adult 
Class Sessions Faith and Fun night Nativity walk, 
country store& soup supper Sunday Night Dominos 
Late start youth breakfasts Sunday School  
Christmas meal Funeral Luncheons Christmas  
Caroling Supper PEO Dinners & Club meetings 
"Souper Bowl" Sunday Dinner AARP Driving Class 
Pancake Supper Yoga Class Movie Night Baby 
Shower Seder Meal 

5. Most Importantly it shows that we are a vibrant,  
perceptive, caring and dedicated congregation. We 
recognized a need, made plans on how to best  
address this need and made the financial commit-
ment to see it through. Even though economic times 
have not been good we have not wavered in our 
FAITH to meet our obligations. With God's guidance 
we will continue to strive toward a successful  
completion of this campaign. 

Ron Salmonson Co-Chair FIF Follow-up Comm. 

Commitment Total $366,740.00 Amt. Given Outside of 

Pledges $ 53,196.76 Amt. Given Prior Celebration 

Sun.$ 56,693.41 Forward In Faith Total $308,123.08 

Total Commitment $423,433.41 Remaining Loan  

Balance $185,690.25 Total Pledges Received 

$254,911.32 Remaining Commitment $168,522.09 



News of 

Friends Neighbors & Strangers 

The Spaghetti Supper and God-Given Talent 
Show, held the evening of April 18th, was a great 
success. We raised over $150.00 to go towards 
our Forward in Faith Campaign. Thank-you to all 
those people who shared their talents to make 
this happen. Whether you donated food, baked a 
dessert, prepared, served, or cleaned up, your 
willingness to share your abilities made for a de-
licious supper with great company. After supper, 
we were treated to an evening of really fun enter-
tainment!!  Thank-you so much to all who shared 
their "performing" talents. You were awesome!  

CLEAN-UP May 15 from 8:00 a.m. to Noon 
A list of tasks will be posted in the Breezeway. 
You may sign-up for a task and do it anytime  
before May 15; or that will be ‗your‘ task on the 
15

th
.  

We did not have a good cleaning done at the 
church in 2009. YOUR FACILITY IS IN NEED 
OF A GOOD, DEEP CLEANING! There are jobs 
for all ages. 
 
 

 

Member Updates 

Baptisms celebrated:  

Brennan Lyle Esbeck  
 son of Jenny (Fitch) and Dane. 
Jordyn Allison Schmidt  
 daughter of Amy (Winekauf) and Mike 
 Schmidt, Skylar‘s sister 

New Members were received: Roslyn Hill  

Members Transferred: The Kerkoves, Janelle, 
Travis, Brianna and Madison, have transferred to 
the Solon UMC. There they will join the youngest 
member of the family, Tanner, who will be  
baptized there. We thank God for the years we 
shared the journey of faith with this family.  

Deaths:  
Catherine Richardson, mother of Becky  
Young, died April 12. 
Mildred Skladzien died April 2. 
Deone Griffith, wife of Don, died March 17. 
Kay Miller & family, whose mother, Mildred 
Neil, died in April. 
Randy Nau & family, whose mother, Marie Hill, 
died April 6 

Please INFORM the office of ADDRESS 
CHANGES. This time of the year it‘s important  
to relate summer addresses for COLLEGE  
STUDENTS. Thank you. 

Websites: 
www.UMPortal.org is the home of the United Methodist 
Reporter. 
www.umc-gbcs.org is the home of the General Board of 
Church and Society. 

Blood Pressure Screening 

Cheryl Person and Mary McKinney will 
be available to check your blood  
pressure on Sunday, May 2 after  

worship! It‘s FREE! No appointment 
needed! If you haven‘t had it checked in 

awhile, consider stopping by. 

Thank You 

First of all, I want to thank the congregation and everyone involved with College Connections. I've  
received several packages and it is definitely an uplifting experience to receive a package at school!  
I also wanted to thank the Tipton UMC for all the support you have provided to me in the past. From 
spiritual support to financial support for my college education! It is greatly appreciated! 

I am approximately 1.5 MONTHS from finishing school! I can't wait! I've been working for a company 
called Life Connections in Cedar Rapids full-time since October, going to school part-time and  
working on my senior art show! I am recently engaged to Korey. He's working at Great America  
Leasing in Cedar Rapids. 

Haley Allen  

http://www.umportal.org/
http://www.umc-gbcs.org/


Nursery Update 
The nursery has been up and running since last 
March, and every Sunday we have usually had 
three to six children. This ministry has grown, so 
three staff will be scheduled each Sunday during 
the school year starting next September. If you 
are interested, let the office know. Nursery staff 
is expected to be compliant with the Safe  
Sanctuary policy. (For details about the policy, 
go to www.tiptonumc.org/ or come to the office 
for a copy and/or conversation about it.) 

We welcome donations of vanilla wafers,  
graham crackers, plain cookies, animal crackers, 
juice, etc. and disinfecting wipes. We would also 
welcome air freshener! 

Thank the individuals who served in the nursery 
in the past year. A list of all those who served is 
posted throughout the church.  

Thank you Deb Shearer, Katie Arensdorf, 
Shanna Waythan Grage, and Samantha Eberle 
from Deb's Girl Scout Troop, who helped sanitize 
the nursery and all the toys in March. This job - 
performed quarterly - took only two hours with 
their assistance. 

I have enjoyed working with all the children in 
the nursery, but at this time I need to step down 
as nursery coordinator. I will continue to work in 
the nursery, but with my other commitments, I do 
not feel I can be as effective at coordinating the 
nursery as I would like to be. Please let Pastor 
Paul know if you feel this is your calling.  

God Bless You All, 

Ann Jurgensen 

Note from LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT: Ann 
assumed the position of Nursery Coordinator 
when the need was publicized. In the spirit of the 
“Field of Dreams,” a truth was discovered: “if you 
staff it they will come.” Ann’s interests are many; 
time and energy are limited. Are YOU being 
called to step in to continue the important  
ministry of Nursery Coordinator? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Update on Shared Blessings   
 April 20, 2010 

We have served eight meals, serving anywhere 
between 30 and 50 people, including hosts  
and servers, each time. We are checking  
temperatures and following safe food handling 
rules. Soon we plan to qualify for the HACAP 
Food Reservoir. 

People have been generous with donations of 
time, food items and money. God thanks you! 
Our balance is about the same as when we 
started.  

We think (but would never ask) that this program 
has provided food for some people who find 
themselves running short on cash. It’s also  
gratifying that some people attend for the  
companionship.  

Volunteers have come from our congregation 
(THANK YOU), Trinity Lutheran Church, Boy 
Scouts, the (THS) Silver Cord Program,  
St. Mary’s Catholic Church, and from the  
community. 

Our goals in the next month or two will be to 
complete signs for the program (Ron Burroughs 
made some really nifty sign holders), to finish 
placemats developed by Melinda Stonebraker’s 
2

nd
 & 3

rd
 grade SS class (thank you!), continue to 

develop publicity, and to enlist other individuals 
and organizations. Your ideas (both recipe and 
promotion) are welcome. 

I have enjoyed working with you all and look  
forward to spending time with you in the  
future!   

God Bless You All  

Ann Jurgensen  

Note: Shared Blessings is twice a month, the  
2

nd
 and 4

th
 Saturdays, serving from 11 to noon.  

Everyone is invited to come and eat, because as 
we eat together, “community” is formed, barriers 
fall, and relationships are inspired. The joy of all 
those who participate - servers, eaters, cooks, 
washers, cleaners - is evidenced in Ann’s  
comments above.  

http://www.tiptonumc.org/

